1702-12] AUBERY TO JOUVENCY 177

Against that sinful nature, and the vices that pander
to it, the priests must struggle day and night. Great
was the peril that threatened me and my Mission
from intemperance and its companion, lewdness.
There was a time when I beheld my Mission well-
nigh ruined by that plague, had not God looked
down upon me. To him I again wish you to render
thanks; for to him I acknowledge myself indebted
for the way and manner in which I finally fought
and destroyed that twofold enemy of virtue,—1I
mean Drunkenness and impurity. Seeing that the
evil increased day by day, and that I profited naught
or little by admonishing, chiding, and beseech-
ing,— especially with the youths, whose age is more
untameable,— I resolved privately to circumvent and
soften the old men; I attacked them with all the
arguments suggested by ingenuity and piety; I
persuaded them. However, nothing had yet been
accomplished; for, among our Canadians, nothing of
great importance is discussed or decided except, so
to speak, in a numerous Council. The notables —
that is to say, the elders—and the captains of war-
parties assemble. A speaker rises in their midst,
and pronounces a discourse. If he perorate aptly,
eloquently, or cleverly, he wins his cause; if timidly,
hesitatingly, inelegantly, his cause is lost. There-
fore, after I understood that the elders and the
chiefs of greatest authority were of my sentiment, I
demanded a council. It was granted; they assembled.
I arose [in this Canadian areopagus]; I spoke in
so loud a tone, with such vehemence, with such
ardor that I was myself astonished. You will
laugh, I am Very Sure; for you knew me when I
was your pupil,—how diffident I was, pusilli animzi,
raro et perpauca loguentem. But I am quite another



